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| To the Hononrable, 
 &ir Roger Twiſden, Baronet : 
And the Worſhipful 
Robert Barnam and Thomas Fludd, Eſqures : 


With the reſt of the Worſhipful, the Juſtices of the Peace 
flirting ar the Seffions at Maidſtone in Kept, 
on April 23.1661, Grace and Peace. 


GENTLE MEN:: 


| He late times have ipawned ſuch a Frie of little hooks, that a 
man would think this Iſland to be an Ocean of Learns 27 5 But 
this prurigo ſcribendi was ſcabies Ecclefiz, when hot brains 
preach'd what they pleas d, and then primed what they prea- 

ched. The Palpit, that could vom fire and brimſtone beſt, became 

moſt familiar with the Preſs : when the doftrine was Diſcontent, and 
the uſe Diſobedrence,and the application a few motives to prattiſe both, 

There muſt be grven the greateſt thanks, and the learred Anthor deſi- 

red to put it to publick, view, The common people being too willing to 

count rebellion it ſelf ſacred, if it came but ont of a Pulpit ; and read 

to call that a holy war, which # conntenanced and proclaimed by t 

Meſſer of peace : Thus were many thouſands of ignorant people 

cheated. 

Bui now, ſeeing God hath been pleaſed ( after this long confuſion ) 
to reſtore to 4 9r ancient and happy government in Church and State, 
and have knocke off the fetters of rebellion, and ſet our feet at liberty to 
walk in the old paths, inthe good way, Jer.6.16. As the altar of 
our hearts cannot but ſmoak with [ncenſe of thai kh 'grving, for ſuch a 
great delryerance ; ſo I fee noreaſon but our tongues and pens ſhould 
proclaims it to the world : Sure its 4 good work toundeceive the 19gno- 
rant, that have been long miſled; and to unteach thoſe horrid do+ 
Arines of rebellion, that no <poring Abſalon 217 ſteal avay the hearts 
of Davids people, nor «ny rebefious Sheba be able ts make a party in 
this aur Iſrael : I ſay, this is a good work, onely I could wih it were as 
well done as the caſe deſerves ; the deſign ts good, if it were but as well 
— managed as it might be, | + © But, 
| - 


But, worthy Sirs, it was no (mall encouragement to have obtained' 
ſuch a gracious acceptance from ſuch judicious Andiors ;. which yet 
would never have made me ſo much as think, of putting is to publick 
view, for Jam ſo far from it, that I amready (m my thoughts at 
leaſt ) to blame others for blatting. ſo much paper, as being too forward 
to print whaever they Fpeak ; and yer 4 mas. would thick that they 
[pike what lay uppermoſt, ind offered it ſelf firſt, as if the rongue could 
zot yo ſo faſt ts the people, but the yen muſt make as much haſte to the 
Preſs; asif every exiemporary diſcaurſe, that pleaſeth a private 
Congregation, might challenge acceptance of the whole world. © 

But beſides, I know there are Choice palats in the world, which will 
mot accep of good dyet unleſs it be well areſt too ; with ſome ſtomachs 
its te ſauce that makes the meat go down * this made me /oth to ven= 
tare this plain diſh up the common table, for all commers to taſte of $, 
and indeed ] bad no 1cluration to make it publick, but the requeſt of 

ſome of your ſelves, and the importunuy of many-others pre vailed murh 
we; and ſeeing it is thus wreſted out of my hands, [ cannot beſtow it 
better, thanto put it into yours ; I ſeud it not to.crave patronare or de- 
fence, but as a token of my thankefulneſs for your favourable an lience.. 
To ſpeak the truth, the matter needs no excuſe, us able to defend ir 
ſelf ; its Sprung all from the Text, and where the fountain is the Word 
of God, the ſtreams that flaw from ut muſt needs be good ; but perhaps 
the water by running thraugh the channel hath loſt its taſte and colear 
yet it may be healthy thawgh not ſo. pleaſant : therefore if any think 
that the contrivance or manner of expreſſions need (if not a Patron, 
yet)an Apology ; tre them know, that it was not mended for faſhions 
but for Religion, Truth 1s aplam web, its enough if t keeps us warm, 
wot wake us fine. Religious diſcourſes are for profit rather than plea>. 
ſure ; they are for phyſick,, if they be wholefom, no mattex.if they be 
net alnayes toothſom. 

Thw I have ventured to ſeud it abroad, Ihave expoſed it tothe 
wide world, and do wiſh it may. light into your hands ; ſuch, I mean, 
as may be the better for it : I wiſh nat onely that it mar pleaſe, but 
profit ; not onely be liked, burilearned ; not onely to delight ſome, but 
convince. others : which is the deſire, and ſhall be the prayer of him, 
who 6x. 

Yours to ſerve you in the work of the Lord, 


Jo. LYyxcus, 


A. + ah 
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P'saL. 18; 50, 

Gregt deliverance giveth he to bu King, 
and ſheweth mercy to hu Anointed, to 
David, and.to hu ſeed for evermore_. 


His Pſalm 1s a long. Syſlogiſm, ſuch as we call Indu- 
\ tion, a Syllogiſm with che heels upwards, for che 
way of arguing, is quite contrary co other forms ; it. 
begins wich particulars, and ſo proceeds to uniyer- 
ſals. The body of che Pſalm contains the premilles, 
and this Verſe th2 concluſion : David having ſumm'd up the par- 
ticular deliveranc2s that God had wrought for him, and the mercies | 
he had ſhewed to him, concludes in the end, Great deltiverances. 
giveth he ro his King, and ſheweth mercy, &c. 

We ſhalF need no excuſe for the Texr, it is Scripture, that is e- 
notgh, and I hope not the worſe for being ſeaſonable : Nay, if not. 
a Texr of Deliverance, we ſhould need an Apology indeed, for 
the day and work of the day require it, True, every Scripture is 
proficable for inſtruction, yer nor at every time and place alike ; 
T here us a time to mourn, and a time torejoyce , lothere are Texts 
for-mourning, and Texts of rejoycing. Sure its a ſign of a croſs hu-= 
mour to ſpeak nothing, bur of miſeries in a day of mercies, to pre- 
pare the people for ſufferings in ſuch times of freedom and liberty  - 
and ro preach and prophehe periecution in the day of deliverance. . 
Such as theſe will ſeek any by-path, rather than walk the Kinos 
high-way, love to ſwim croſs the ſtream z and pleaſe themſelves to 
fing the Lamentation on a Feſtival, and Vexzte exultemmns, a long of - 
rejoycing at 2 Falt or Funeral, 

For my part, as the time is, ſo letthe Tex be ; a time of rejoy- 
cing and a Text of rejoycing, a Pialm of chankigiving in a day of 

| | 4 thankſgiving: | 
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Davids ach Verancee 
thankſgiving : the words ſound deliverance, and the work of the 


day ſpeaks deliverance, and borh of a Kg ; ſo ir ſuctes well with 
the cime, I wiſh it may fit us as well ; Fax: Dens, rams ſit commo- 


da quam ef accommoda ; God grant that the enſuing diſcourſe” 


may be bur as profitable as the Text is {eaſonable, 

Here are three parts, 1. ihe Doaum, the Gift, 2, The Donor, 
- the Giver. And 3. the Dove, the party or parties to whom this 
oift is made ; thele mercies ſhewed, and for whom theſe delive- 
rances are wrought, Thele three, 1think, will do the whole work, 
and fetch in every word of the Text, 

' I. Firſt, the Dozum, Deliverance, What but one ? ic is the ſin- 
gular number here : yerir ſpeaks of merethan one, many delive- 
rances reckoned up in the body of the Pſalm : Nay here, all other 
Languages read ir i the Plural, the Latine read Sa/utes, the Greek 
oolneies, the Hebrew INWVDN Salvations ; Plural all : and why our 
Tranſlation ſhould be ſo i1ngular, as to read it in the fingular, I 
know not ; ſure I am, at this day the Engliſh may read uin the 
Plural, as well as any Nation or Language whatſoever, Deliveran« 
ces, for ours are many. 

2. As many in number, ſo grear in nature ; not diminutives, but 
Great Deliverances : ſuch were Davids, we may read them; ſuch 
are ours, we ſee them : they too great co come in a ſmall current, 
buc in a ſwelling Ocean ;z notin a little Veſſel, but ina Man of 
war. Deliverances, not i» dec:mo ſexto, bur in folis ; Mercies, not 
written in ſmall letters, but in large charaRers ; he that runs may 
read them: Here was not onely d:g:t#s, but manns & brachiung 
De:; not onely the finger, but che hand and the arm of God, 

3. Not onely Deliverances, but Mercies, Kindneſſes. Not one- 
ly delivered David from evil, but wrought good for hin, gave 
him bleſſings, heaped favours on him. God brought 1/-ac! our of 
egypt, that was a deliverance ; he gave them Canaay, that was 2 
mercy : Davideſcapes the hands of Sax!, that is a deliverance ; 
David gains the Kingdom, that is a mercy. Thus David. not on- 
ly ſcapes the hands, but cuts off the head of Go/:ah ; not onely 
{huns the blows, but treads on.the necks of his enemies, and that's 
a mercy : Theſe all in the Doxum, the Gift, | | 

2. The Door or Giver, who that 1s, nor Man but God. Da- 
vid foughr, bur God gave the victoty ; David hid; and yy 
| ed, 


8 * 
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Davids deliverants. > ; 
fled; but God gave the deliverance 5 David did his bet, and God | 
gave the ſncceſs ; he hid where Sax could nor find him, he fled : 
where Saw could nor reach him, bur God was his guide in both, 

3. The Dozee, whois deicribed, x. by his name, David, 2. by 
his office, K:»g, 3. by the union and tacredneſs of the funAion, 
Anointed, But why to many wayes deſcribed ? perhapsEach word 
bath its ſeveral i:gnification, for ſome deliverances happened to 
David onely, or to Davidthe Shepherd, as the delivecance from 
the paw of the Lion and Bear, which he ſpeaks of 1 Sam.17.34. 
Some.to him veing anointed, bur nor yer King aCtually, though 
deſigned by God to thar office ; as when delivered out of the hands 
of Goliah and Saul: bur ſome happened to David anointed and 
Kins too, as from Abſalor's rebellion and Sheba's defe&tion. Bur 
this ts not all, God not onely ſhews mercy to him, but 4. to his 
ſeed alſo ; not onely to his perſon, bur to his poſterity : and thar 
5, not for a few ages, to two-generations, as to Jeroboam ; orto 
four, as he did by Jeb ; but from generationto generation, to his 
ſeed for evermzore. | 

Thus you ſee, the branches of the Text are many, and each 
branch full of fruit: I cannor Rand now to gather chem clean, bur 
I ſhall chuſe.out for you as well as I can, and wiſh I could preſent 
you with ſome of the faireſt and choiceſt fruir. 

Dr#liverances ,. Saluations, God ſaved both his life and his a 
crown, for both were in danger more than once, "ll 

r. His Life. Davidlived toanold age, to 70. years, the full; n.i;ccan- 
age of a man, if we meaſure by his own ſtandard, Pſal.go.1o. HE ces many. 
was a manof war, yet died in peace ; the thred of his life was not 
cut by the ſword of an enemy,nor broken by the hand of crechery ; 
but untwifted of it ſelf : his ſoul not driven our, bur departed ; his: 
body not ftormed by violent ſickneſs, but beſieged by continual + 
weakneſle : he was rather weak than ſick, his ſtock of Nature was 
ſpent, he grew cold, and could not be warmed. 

Bur (you't ſay) this is common to others as well as David, ſome + 
that have out-lived his age ; and the. world is ſo full of dangers, 
that he that can reckon many years, may allo (if he mind it) reckon - 
many deliverances. In a long voyage men eſcape many ſtorms, 
for we are oft at deaths door ; our body 1s a tabernacle, as Pan! 

Gith, and our ſoul Rayds as the Children of 1ſ-a#7, 19/10: tabernae - 
cult, 
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2, Great. 
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"cul, inthe door of the Tent, ready to go out,  Ewtry {ictle thing 


ſends it going, too much heat or roo much cold, roo much mear 
or to much drink will do it, or too little; for as-the one famiſheth, 
the ocher ſurfeits us; how in every diftemper we areas Mariners 
in a ſtorm, an inch or two from death: So that every ſickneſs pre- 
vented, every diſeaſe recovered, 1s a deliverance, 

2. True, theſe are common, but Davids deliverances of ano- 
ther nature, of a larger fize, great , from imminent dangers,from 
violent deaths : he was oft as a brand ſnatchr out of the fire, his 
ſou! as a bird that fcaped the ſnare of the fawler, Pſal.124.7. he 
walk on precipices , and God upheld him ; he ſail'a among 
rocks, and God guided him. | 

The Lion and the Bear are terrible creatures both, yet David 
delivered the Lamb our of their mouths, but God delivered 
David out of their paws. Goltah-was aterror to all the -Army-of 
Iſrael, none liand before him, bur he was nor able himſelf coftand 
before David : why ? not for the ſharpneſs-of his [word,the length 
of his ſpear, or (trength of his (hield, (for che Giant had the odds 
in all che:e, bur bzcauſe he came in the name of the Lord of hoſts, as 
in x Sam.17.37. 7 he Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the 
Lion, and out of the paw of the Bear, he will deliver, yea and did de- 
live: him, oc of the hard of the P/uliſtine, Theſe deliverances were 
great indeed, bur ch:y were bur iſhort; theſe were ſtorms 
ſoon ove: and returned not: But under Saw dangers came pou- 
ring upon him in continual ſhowres, like the plagues of Egypr, one 
no ſooner gone, but another was coming ; ſucceed as the _dayes, 
finis unite principium alterins, the end of one is the beginning of 
another : each day brought his evil, and each evil his deliverance 
with ir. Ofc but a fey *rwixt him and death ; he hid the ſentence 
of death every hour-in himielf: glad tofleero Moab, to Gath, 
ftrange Countries, and if God had nor direRed him, he might well 
have loſt his way : glad to forſake his own Countrey, and forc'd 
to ſeek refuge among rangers, even in the ridli of his enemies, 
He was hunted uv and down, that he could find no place to reſt 
in ; Saul and his bloud- hounds follow che chaie ſo hard, that he 
was forc'd to take theWood, Pſ.1 20.5 .Wors me that I am conſtr ai- 
ned to dwell in Meſeck , and to have my habitation among the tents of 
Kedar.2.He berried there,and was couped up in a Cave at Fngeds. 
40 = 3. Driven 


Davids deliverance. Oe 
3. Driv2ninto the Wildernels of Mam, 1 Sam.23.26; and furs © 
rounded there by Sa! and his men;no way of ei{caping; ſtrength he 
| had none to mace his way, and the wit of man poſed ro tind a way ; 
but God has ic ready in an inltanc, a meflage muit coine to Sawl, 
That the Philiſtines had ;nvaded the land ; this diverted him, and 
made hin throw up his game when he had almnolt won it, and call 
off his bloud-hounds when the prey was even in their mouths. 
Thus David had been loſt, if God had nor found this way of deli- 
VeFance. 

3. Not onely delivered, but ſhewed Mercy to hin. God not 3. Mercics, 
onely ſaved Davids life, but gave him the Crown ; this was Che- 
ſed, a Mercy, Favour, Kindneſs, to turn his Cottage to a Palace, 
his Shepherds Raff co a Scepter, made him Shepherd over his flock 
of 1ſrae/ : Nothing too hard for God, he can bring David from a 
Wilderneſs to a Throne, from a Cave to a Chair of State, from a 
baniſhed man to be King of 1/rae!. 

And now one would think Dvd paſt all danger, rules all ; o- 
thers ſhould (and in fear of him, and he need fear nothing: Yes, 
molt of all; the higheſt is not alwayes the ſecureſt place ro ſtand 
io, but the lower the ſafer, Qu; jacer interra, &c. he that lies on 
the ground can fall no further ; Cantabit vacurm, the empty purſe 
may (ivg before che chief, when a rich booty can ſcarce be ſecured 
by armed men ; catter'd rags will ſleep ſecurely under every buſh, 
when Purple Robes are ſcarce ſafe under locks and guards: Soff 
Silk hath cheir thorns in ic, ics full of crouble ; and golden beds 
haye ſnares about chem, they are full of danger, David needs 
Gods help till ; nay, never more than now : the higher the 
houſe is builc, ic had need have the ſurer foundation roreſt on, and 

- the (tronger pillars to ſupportit, Davids houſe was now reared 
up to a great hzight, yet it ſtood ſure becauſe God was the rock it 
was built upon; for though the pillars be never ſo.grear, yer if not 
cemented by Gods bleſſing, they are not rong, Pſz/.127.1, Ex- 
cept the Lord build the houſe, their labour is but in vain that buildit., 
Sons and heirs are the pillars of a family, but if daubed wich unz- 
remper'd mortar , they do not 'und-rprop , but undermine the 

| houſe. Ungracious # bſo/oy, a bad ſon of #good father, a deceitful 
pillar, thar ſeeks ro pull down the houſe over his fathers head ; he 
aſpires, Achitophel helps by his —_— the people with their 

arms, 
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The Donor, 


3. Not Man, 


3- But God. 


2. Generall, 


_ arms, what can David do bat repair co God ? that he that raiſed- 
the houſe would become the pillar ro hold icup : So David flees 
and prayes,andGod hears and ſees all,and laughs at their attempts, 
diſappoints their purpoſes, and rurns 'their counſels into folly, 
and their firength to weakneffe, an: b.ings David che King home 
again with honour and ſafety to bis ovn houſe ; This a great deli- 
verance. And thus much of the Doawmrs, the Gift, which were Deli- 
verances, t. Many, 2, Great, 3. Mercies allo, 
The next is the :Doyor, the Giver: Yurs eff tam potens cum tanto 
wmnerehoc? What power is it that hath wrought all theſe deli- 
'verances ? Ye (ce Dxv:dtakes it nor. to himſelf, aſcribes it not to 
bis worthineſs, bur to God giverh he it, 


| x. Not Drvid, T+ David was valiant and politick, yet Pſal. 44.6, will mot 


truſt 11 my bow, weither ſpall my [word ſave me, but thou halt ſaved 
us from-our enemies, E 
2, Not delivered by arm of fleſh, ſtrength of Chariots, multi- 
tudes of Horſes, truſt in them who will, David will not, P/al. 20, 
T. Same truſt in chariots, aud ſome in horſes, but we will remember 
the name of the Lord our God, and Pal. 33.17. Anhorſe wa vain 
thing to: ſave a man, neither ſball be delrver any man by his great 
Frrength, and Pſal. 76. 6. At thy rebuke O God both Chariot and. 
Hor ſe are caſt into a dead fleep. He takes off the wheels of the - 
Be yptran Chariors, and: caft the borſe and his rider mto the. Se, 
'Expds 15 « © | P20: 3 ; E000 015: ve 
- - 4.; None but God did ir, none-but he couldido it, © 4:92 ne 
mn obirndspoteſt, ir ad me, Whenall fails God takes the work 
inthand, thatis his ficceſt time, as we ſay, mans extremity 1s Gods 
opportunity. And herein David had cauſe co rejoyce, Non rats 
3pfo quidens dove,,quam abs todatumeſſe ; mattio much thathe was 
delivered, but that ic was Gods doing :-Not ſo-pleaſed in the Gife 
as in the Giver. The price of a commodicy 1s often: rais'd for the 
werkmans ke that made tt;,ſo theſe deltverances ſhonld be valued 
che bigher,becauſe ir wasithe band of God.thuc wroughcthem: Ze: 
#he Lord be exalted alane, nat only 6n thatgbut 1 this-day,; - -- 
+. What ? God (doe. all and we nothing ?-Muſt he only work and 
wn look on? He the only a&or, and-we idle ſpectators ?- Muſt 
Gods hand be ſill: ireeched our, and we keep our hands in our - 


pocket? - | 
Ei | | Not 
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Not. fo, never ViRory yet won by looking on ; Hofer by prayer 
'. indeed did prevalle againſt the Ammlckites: But while Afoſes was 

_ praying, Jo{wa was fighting,or elſe Ameleck had noc beery beaten, 
Man muit do his ſhare. God ſhews Joſhua the Land of ( anaan,and 
promiled ir him,; bur bz muft march over:Jordas, he:mult fight for 
it,and thar itoutly coo, foſh, 1.6. I will grve you this Land, only be 
FF ſtrong ard very conragions; Intimating, that if courage were want- 
3 ing, chey might fall in their enterpriſe : And fure we are ſo far they 

Failed, chatthough they got footing and room to dwell there, yer 
Teruſ.:lem the chief Ciry was, not won till Davide dayes, which 
was above 400. years after their entrance; and many enemies a- 
bour chem which they could not conquer, as in F#dy. r. 19, The 
Lo'd was with Jadah, and he drave aut the Inbabitants of the monn- 
rains, but could not drive out the Inhabitants of the valley, becauſe 
they bad Chariots of iron + God was not wanting to them, bur 
they wanting to themſelves : ſure che Chariors of iron cooled their 
courage. 

Bur. if man muſt have his hand in the Work, why not his part in 
the Reward ? IfI help towards the Deliverance, why may not I 
ſhare in the Glory ? | 

I, We are ready to take too great a ſhare to ovr ſelves,as Nebu- Ref, 

chadnezzar applauds his mighr, and power, and building, Dar. 4. 
30. 1s nat thu great Babylon which I have buile by the might of my 
Power,and fer the honour of my 2ajeſty ? Thus the King of 4ſſyria 
aſcribes all his Conqueſts to his own wiſdom and valour, as 
Iſa. 10. 13. By the Strength of ny hand I have done it, and by my 
widow, for I an prudent, [ have put down the Inhabitants like a va- 
liant man: He takes all the glory to himſelf, and let not God to 
whom all was due, have the leaſt ſhare, 

2+ Bur yet compare men together, and you ſhall find ſome to 
deſerve far greater honour than others for their glorious atchieve- 
ments - Thus Jeabin each Victory had greactel? praiſe for his pru- 
dent condu&, and the reſt of the Worthes, more than the com» 
mon ſouldier, But if compared to God, Joab and the Worthies 
muſt lay their own honour inthe duſt, and ſay wich David, This 
is the Lords doing, and with Iſay. Let the Lord alone be exalted, 

Iſa. 2.11. In the 2 Sam. 23.10, Its ſaid thar Fleazar aroſe, 
ſmete the Philiſtines, tl he was weary, and his hand clave to the 
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ſword ; a9 if highly to be commended, in the next words ; when he 


1s not ſo much as named : for its not ſaid that Eler2,4y, or that God 
and Eleaz.ir, but only chat the Lord wrought a great ViRtory that 
day. 

Thus though Joab and Elcazrr deſerve commendation highly 
for their valour and prudent conduc, and to be rewarded above 
others ; yet in reſpect of God they are nothing : All due to God, 

Why ſo? God will not do the workalone, we muſt be doin 
too ; We mult be (trong, couragious, as 7o/hua was commanded to 
be, we mult make uſe of our wiſdom-and firengrh, that lictle we 
have ; our head, and our arm, and the reſt of our Members muftdo 
their Office, And yet whenall is done, it is none of our work,irs: 
Gods (till ; and that for cheſe rwo Reaſons, 

L. Becauſe all-gifts come from God, he the Fountain that ſends: 
them forth, we but the: Ciſterns that receive them : Wiſdom is 
from above, Pſal. 119. 98. Thou haſt made we wiſer then mine 


exemies? Strength and courage from God too, Pſal. 144. 1. Its 


be that teacheth my hands to-war, and my fingers to fight, A bow of 
fleel.cannot be broken by our arm, nor our feer be like hinds feer; 
unleſs God enables the one with Rrength, and the other with' 
tlity.. 
* Becauſe God gives the ſucceſſetoo, for unleſſe God go forth 
with our Armies as David ſatth ; the beſt ſword ſhall want a hand 
co hold it, or the (irongeſt arm ſhall want skill'ro guide it, or the 
oreateſt skill ſhall-want ſucceſs ro further ir. So that: 

Hence we learn theſe two things. 1. Not to- truſt in an arm of 
fleſh, but in the trength of that arm which never withers ; ro hide 
our ſelves under the ſhadow of thoſe wings that never caſt their 
feathers,to guard our ſelves with that buckler that is impenetrabfe, 
to gartriſon-our ſelves in that Tower that is invincible, I mean, to 
have God on our fide is the ſafeſt and ſecureſt way z for though'a 
bad cauſe may thrive, and the wicked flouriſh and grow far, yet its 
no ſound, firm fleſh, but harbours bad humours,and breeds diſeaſes ; 
the Benrjamites beat the 1ſraclites twice, but are deſtroyed at laſt 


themſelves, [udg. 20. A thief may thrive in his ungodly Trade, 


and rob many. an honeſt man becauſe he i: fironger tharr they ; 
bur forthe moſt part it brings chem to the Gallowes, So we fee 


_ thoſe, who not regarding the julineſs- of the cauſe, have truſted 


ro - 
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eo the ſharpneſſe of their ſword, the (irengeh of cheir arm,and po - 
kicy of their head, have been gladat lait co rrult to che ſwifeneſſe of 
their heels. A PL. 

2. If we have uſed all paines and policy, and the eyent anſwer 
olir delirez yet not to. aſcribe it toour ſelves (we are too ready 
co hang too great a weight upon that ſmall wire) bur rather to ſay 
with David, Non :0b:s ,non-nobis Dome, Not unto: us, not unto 
us,O Lord, but unto thy name give glory: Itis enough that the 
benefit-is ours, ler the glory be Gods. And thus much of the 


D2xor, 


Now we cometo the third General, The Doxee, In which Ladies 


there are five particulars, for we find him deſcribed, r, By his The Domes: 


Name, David. 2. By his Office, the Kg. 3. By his Unction, 
which denotes the Sacredneſs of the Office, Aro'nted. And 4, 
Not only to him, but his Seed alſo. And 5.. Not for a ſhort time, 
to a few-Generations ; but for Evermore, 


1. His Name David; which ſignifies a Friend, Loving or Belo- 1: Name. 


ved, David was ſo, all theſe are crue.in him, bur we ſhall not ftand 
to prove them now. There is too much matter in the Text, to 
ſpend time about. words, there are too many things to' (tand on 
names ; we named 'himnort ſo much for the macrer thar' might be 
found" in the word, but becauſe our order and method requi- 
red it, ; | 
2, His Office; A King, and in this there is matter enough : z, Office, 
Here is Honour, Wealth, Rule, Dominion, and Power ; here is 
matter of deſire, and (as ſome think, chough the more to blame 
they) matter of envy too. This makes the ambitious aſpire to vio- 
late all Laws of God and man, cancel all bonds of allegiance, ro 
break Oaths as faſtas take them. This makes the wicked Liſan- 
ders (ay, Regni cauſa violandam ; If an Oath'be co be broken ar all, 
muſt be to gain a'Kingdorm, and in ſuch a caſe men are to be de- 
ceived with Oaths as children wich Ratrles. This make Uſurpers 
climb over one anothers head ; Murder all that ftand in their way 
Swim tothe Throne in a Sea of bloud, and pave their way thither 
with dead mens skulls: But theſe are Ambitious A4#ſolovs and 
Uſurping Zimry'*s, to whom God is ſo far from promiſing deli: 
verance, that he threatens deſtruction ; and in 'Gods due time 
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by Thos ſha't not ſpeak,evil of the Rulers of the people, nay even from 
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.of Humane and; Divine Law; an4 they who go about to break 
this hedg, oft times break their own necks. 


Now leeing beloved, that our ſafety is involved in the Kings ; 


In ſerving and obſerying him, we ſerve ouc own turns ; in being 
loyalto him, we ſhall be good to anr felves : Nay, ſeeing the bur- 
then chat lies upon-him 1s heavy,we ſhould lighten ic as much as 
We can, both by our prayers unto God for him, and our ready obe- 
dience to him; for aigood and willing people make a glad and 
Joyful Prince : Thus much of the Office, 


-3- Heis deſcribed by his. union, .Aromed. Why'ſo? Yes gnointed, 


good reaſon for ic. Anointing is a fign of ditintion and leparation.. 
Levit. 4.16. Priefts were 'Anoitued, Chap. 7. 12. Wafers anom- 
ted, Chap. 8. 1.1.: The Altar anointed, All ſacred ſer apart' unto 
God, for the Wafers were no longer. any common Bread, nor the 
Altar a common Table, nor the :Zy;rxfs common men : So Kings 
are anpinted a8 Gods peculiirsy none elſe "can lay any claim eo 
4bemy: forwe 'nevet read thein called the Peoples, bur (till the 
'Lords anointed... © 2 i 
There was of old a Cruſe anda Hornof oyle ; the onea leſſer, 
the egher a lager in imeaſure; and ſome have obſerved , that Saw/ 
aAnd./ehu wete fncinted/ with aCmiſe of oyl, ro nore the ſhort'con- 
tinnante of their Kingdom, which was indeed ro Suxt bur one, 
and to leh butifour geherations': But David and Solomon with a 
Horn of oyL, as a ſign of the long:-continuance of their Kingdom ; 
andiſot was and is of long contmmance: Yer perhaps the quan- 
tity-ofthegyl meantno ſuch matter,there might beno defign in 
-bhe Hom or: Cruſebut theidifference oF their: continuance hand- 
ſomely proportioned to the quamrity of the oy, according to. rhe 
EVENT. _:-; » ws 'r, / 


.' ; Bur let icbe 2s ic will. : God 


thatthe anointing of our Dx- 


vid this day, may be.afign of ms/:long -and unmterrupred Raign, 


'and,of - his Poſteriry after him as long as the. Sun and Moon en- 
dure; thar'the cojours of the Crown-and Sceprer being laid in oyl, 
may hold' out all weathers, not waſht away with the lingring 
thowers of Treachery and Sedation ; 'mor ever be ſhaken with 
the ſudden ſtorms of Rebellion : That-his Kingdom may w_ as 
| 7. 
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our eyilthoughts, ja Ecoleſ, 10, 20, Carſe not the King, "0. not bn 
thy thought, Thus God hath ſera hedg about them, a double fence 
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$, Evermore. 


| Davids; Not only to himielt 
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during his own life, -bur alſo to his 
Seed : Which leads us co the 

4: To His Seedas well as himſelf; andſoirt did to them for 
his ſake, when they deſerved ic nor at Gods hands: When So/o- 
9% had provoked God by Idolatry, he threatned to rend the 
Kingdom from him and give 1t co his ſervant ; -Norwithtexting 
z thy dayes I will not ds it for David thy Fathers ſake, 1 K Ing. Il, 
ver,12, 13, God ſpared Solomon not for his own ſake, for he was 
angry wich him, bur for Davids ſake, with whom he was well 
pleaſed. So Abyjam walked in all the fins of his Father, and 
deſerved that his Life and Kingdom ſhould end together, thar 
he ſhould have no Poſterity to ſucceed hims: MNewertheleſſe 
for : Davids ſakg the Lord gave hin a Lamp in Jeruſalem,to ſer up 
his Son after hims, and to eſtabliſh I:ruſalem, as itisin 1 K Ing.154. 
His Son was not put by the Throne, for the promiſe that God 
had made unto David, One example more, [ehoram walked in 
the way ofthe Kings of //rae/,. as did the houſe of eAhab, whoſe 
Daughter:he had marryed ; -he embraced not only the alliance 
bur che Religion, or rather the Idolatry of . Ahabs houſe and the 
fins of Samaria: yet 2 Kirg. 8.19. The Lord would wit deſtroy 
Judah for David his ſervants ſake, as he promiſed to give him al- 


wayes a light, and te his children';;This light, lamp, or candle was - 


a Son Reigning after him , _—_ by. ſeverall ſuch expreſſi= 
ons made-concerning the Kings of J«dah.,” Thus was Gods mer- 
cy extended not to Davids perſon only, but to his Poſterity al- 
ſo ; and that oft times for Davids ſake only : The name of Da- 
vid ſignifies Loving attd-Beloved,': and he did both love the Lord 
and was beloved of him; and-:Gaed dealc wich him accotding co 
his promiſe, which was, T's ſbew mercy unto thouſands of them that 
love him and keep his Commandements : The word Thexſ.:ds doth 
not only fignifie many, bur irs fin:ram pro infiuuto, innumerable Gee 
nerations ; or aSitis in the Textin one word,for Evermore, Which 
is the'nexr andthe laſt ward we now come to.. | | 

5. For Evermgre,-(gnad enolam ):in the Hebrew, . which -word 
doth nor alwayes fignifie continuance” of time through all Ages : 
Bur ſometime only, AU! the dajes of a mars life, as Pſal. 89.1. I 
will ſing unto the Ld gnolam, that is, all the dayes of my life, So 


1 Sam. 1.22. He ſhallabide i» the Temple gnad gnolam,that is, all 


is 
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hic life. So Dent, 15.17. The ſervant that refuſed to be made 
free, | ould ſerve his MaSter gnolam,(for ever ) we cender it; that 
is, a long as he lives: Sometime itis a long time, which yec ſhafl 
end before the Wo: 1d ends,as Gex, 17.13, Circumciſion 8s called 
an everlaſting Covenant, whic/ yet was to ceaſe at the comming of 
the NMſiah,inin the fame Chap, wr, 8. Canaan is promiſed to 
Abrahams ſe-d for an everlaſting poſſeſſion ; yet we ſee they ate 
diſpotleti ot it at 'this' day, ana have been'ſo for many Genera- 
tons, ; 

Yer for all this, the word g»o/amin moſt places fenifies Per- 
pecuall, Sempite:nall, all Ages, ſo long as the World endures ; 

and ſo it doth here, To David and his ſeed as long as the World ex- 
arreth, Pn : 

But how can this be? There is no King over J#dah at this day, 
nor have been rheie 1600, yeares palt : /ernſalem all this time 
t5 inche hands of tirangers ; that which was the City of the great 
Gad, now cruckles under Mahomer, that Queen of Nations and 


Princeſle of Provinces is become tributary :: Nay, not like eyer- 


co have a King of their own again : The Jews are diſperſed over 
the World, and are ſo far from ereting a Kingdom, that if any 
where they have ſo much as a Corporation ic is by the favour and 
indulgence of other Princes: Befides, Davids line is either 
extin& or loſt at the leaſt ; their tribes are ſo confounded, 'that 
chey know notthe line of David from the line of. Sas/: So that 
a: they are far enough from having a King of their own, ſo ' far- 
cher off from having one of the Houſe of David; Nay, ſhould 
we grant them both for the* rime to come ; whiat will they ſay to 
che time paſt, where was this mercy ſhewed to' Davids fred all 
this time, ſo many Generations ? | | 

: his they, the ewes, never anſwered indeed ; but we may, 
thus : We know and confeſſe chat this Prochefie is true Literally, 
and that there is a'King of the line of David Raigning ar this 
day, who is the Son of Davidand the Lord of Damid ; he was 
born before their tribes wer® confornded,. he began his Raign 
before they were diſperſt, and ſhall continue ic unto the-end' of 
the World, as Iſay 9. 7. Of the increaſe of his Government and 
Peace, there ſhall be no end upon the __ of David, and upon his 

| Kings 
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Kingdoms to' order it, and to ſtab 
Juſtice, from hence forth even for ever, A clear Prophefie, or 
even a Deſcription of che Raign of Chrilt the Son of David to the 
Worlds end. True, he Raigns not in the Earthy buc Heavenly 
Jeruſalem ; not gnly over /ewes, but Gentiles alſo ; ſpecially over 
all the Sons of Abraham by faith, ;, e, The Iſrael of God. By thts 
time I think we have ſaid enough. of the Text, and nov let us 
have a word or. tyo concerning the time : Enough I ſay con- 
cerning David and his ſeed, now a little time to beſtow upon 
our ſelves. 


Application. 


This was well indeed for David: who felt theſe Deliverances, 
and tafted theſe Mercies,. but .what are; they the better that do 
nothing bur hear of them ? What is all chis raus? David was far 
diſtant from us in place, and further in time; thouſands of mile 
from us, and thouſands of years before us. WS 

True, David was the Author of the Palm ſolely and wholly, 
and he was the receiver of cheſe bleſſings and deliverances prin- 
cipally, yer not. ſolely. Its not, Davids caſe along, be nat in- 
grofſeth chem to hingjelf, he dorh.nar entail them to his Perſon or 

oſtericy, but rather-to the Office ;_ Great deliverance give be to 

1s King . Any King then ſo qualified, ſo.delivered, fo fayoured 
_ and preferyed, . may. make bold with this .Verſe as well as Dz- 
wa; Dazid will not envy it any other King in this caſe ; thar had 
fuch Deliverances wrought, and ſuch Mercies ſhew'd him : And 
ſuch an one we,may find without ſeeking far, we need nor look 
ragd for one {blefled be God) he 15, come home to. us, | and 
that is juſt Davids caſe too , as Mephiboſth ſaid, 2 Sam.ig, 3. 
Azd 15jaxced that the. Lord my. King 1s return's 1n. ſafety to his 
own hauſe:: So that this Pſalm, though calculated. for! 1udea,. may 
well ſerve .our Meridian ; and whatſoever Geography may fay, 
do..but look on the Globe of Divinity; 1 mean, the Circular 

indings and tyrnings of Gods previdence, and you ſhal] find 

.vgland and Indea.in the fame Parallel; and if there be any odds, 
whe advantage (I dare ſay)-will.be on our fide : Letus rry, 
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Davids delivthance, 
The Parallels IV, 


David hid and fled from Sawx/, bur that was from the wrath of 1. Parallel. 
a Soveraign ; noſuch wonder that: Its cominon in all Ages, 
King: have long hands, and he mult go far chac-will keep our of 
their reach ; bur for a Maſter to be driven away by. his Seryants, 
or 2 Prince by his Subje&s ; This makes the caſe che worſe, and 
the deliverance the joyfuller.it was ſad for the Prophet to be flain 
by a Lion, but worſe for Herod to die by vermine, Pſal. 55, t2. 
It was not an enemy that reproached me, then I could have born ut ;; 
buc it was a Friend, a Servant, a Subjet. Hin ile lachryme, 
the cafe was the ſadder ; hac eſt illa Hdſericordia, the mercy is 
the greater. | 
Abſolon ſought to ſnatch the Crown from Davids head, bur ®« Paralict. 
Qill he was in the ſame line, Davids Son, and a Lamp there had 
been of the houſe of David in 1/racl Rill. But our David had to | 
do with thoſe that were again(t the Perſon and the Office too ; | 
that thought it too little to defiroy a King, unleſſe they deftroy - | 
Kingſbip alſo; for root and branch, thar 1s, che life of King ind 
Kingdom too. * Such as thirlt after Royal bloud as long as there 
was a drop left ; Such as would ſacrifice all the Royall Progeny 
co their own luſt and ambition; and the publickweal co therr 1! 
private intereſt ; Such as would nor {tick toſer the Kingdom on | 
fire, that chey may warm themſelves by ic ; Such as cared not | 
if the Crown were knockt 1n pieces, if but one of the Jewel 
might come to their ſhare ; If the Royal Oaks were all cut down, 
that they might make up ſome Faggots for their own fire ; Such | 
as would (trip the Church.naked of- all Ornaments and Mainre- | 
nance, that ſome of the* Revenue might come into their Cor- 
ban , Such as were glad to ſee the Corn of Gods Land ſcambled th 
and deſtroyed, that they might have the betrer gleanings ; Such 
as would lay open the Vineyard of God; that every one chat lit 
may pull her grapes.z Such as made it cheir work ro cauſe confuſi» 
on in Church and State, that they might have rhe better fiſhing in 
thoſe troubled waters: [nag. 17.6. then no K ing in Iſrael, they 
did what they liſt ; what was right - their own eyes, though evil in 
| 2 the 
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4. Parallel, 
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-, -- Devid- deliverance. 
the eyes ef Go b5- They were wor ſe then the Cuizens, Luke Ig, 14; 
Not only Nplumm b:4vc, we Will notnave chis man ; bur zec hanc, 
nec alium, Nor this, nor any other to Raign over us, 1 hus they 
not only bring confuiton for a cime, but perpetuate it, and ſeek to 
entail i. on us and our folterity, Thus was our caſe ſadder then 
1ſraels, the ods lics on our (ide. 
As our. Dcliverances were-greater in reſpe& of the matter from 
which, ſoin reſpect of the manner by which: we were delivered ; 
Here 1s more of miracle and of mercy both, EO 
I. Of miracle, David driven away for a ſhort time, but to the 
borders of his Kingdom ; returns.co his one Kingdom againſt one 
Army, it was bur. Army againtt - Army , ſo no ſuch miracle. 
Bur our Dad returns home co-his three Kingdoms againſt three 
Armies, himſelf being unarmed , ſo here was the greater miracle. 
2. More of mercy, David was forc'd to make his way through 
the bloud of his SubjzeQs, 2 Sam. 18. 5, Twenty thouſand ſlain,and 
hi Son among the reſt ; but our David came not with Martial, but 
only Royalatcendance ; not oneſubje& loſt at his entrance, nor 
a drop of bloud ſpilt, or a blow given, or a'\word!drawn;; "this a 

mercy indeed, Three Armies againſt him, and a threefold cord 

is not ea{ily broken, ſaith So/ommon. True, notby Man, but if God 

once take the caſe in hand, nothing is roo hard: for: him : Thoſe 

Armizs are butlike Potters veſſels in Gods hands; h='taketh them 

and daſheth:them in pieces one againit another, The cord of Re- 

bellion cannot be:ſo trongly woven with-Oaths and Proteſiations, 
bur God can unrayel ic. The bond of iniquity cannot be tyed ſo 

faſt, bur God can looſen it, The knor of Conſfiracy nor knit ſo 

cloſe,but God can undoe it;God can turntheir Rtrength into weak- 
nefſe, and their counſels into' folly; Job 5.1 3. He taketh the wiſe 
3» their own craftmeſs, As we ſee, that thoſe who truſted ſo much 
tothe ſtrength of their arm, and wit, and policy, noy have nothing 

co truſt to vut their heels. | 

I could.adde another Parallel from:the word G:verch and Shew- 

eth, It is not hath Grven, or ſhall Give, bur Giveth, Tt 1s not in 
the, paſt or fucure; but in the preſenc' tenſe ; as if the work were 

dur then a doing, or but lately done ;. a1d this firs'us beſt, For ' 
\'I, Qurdeliverances but lately wrought, they are not fiate, not 

| out 
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Davids deliverance. 
out of memory. We need not ſay, + have heard with our ears, 
aid our Fathers have told us, what noble works thou didſt in their 
dayes; but we have ſeen with our eyes, the works chou halt done 
in our dayes : The (teps of Gods coi ning to us are not yet worn 
out. The ſmart of Gods Rod 1s Rill felt, and the 1tripes to be teen 
on the backs of che Rebellious. The marks of the blows, yea che 
print of Gods fingers 18 ill to be ſeen on the cheeks of his ene- 
mies; it is ſo lately done. =@— | 

2. Nay, now a doing, T his day our David hath the Crown ſet 
upon his hea ', and it may be this hour, ic may be now a doing 
while we are ſpeaking. of it ;- however, to ſpeak of it is bur Ops 
dei in die ſuo, the work-of a day in ics day-: The Text will afford 
ir, yet becauſe the word (Crown) 1s not in! the: Text, I ſhall but 
rouch ir. Touchit ? take heed, its dangerous, there, is Not we 
rangere upon it, *irs ſacred, True, yet ſure we ate, ſome couch ir 
this day after another manner,with hands ; and that makes us touch 
ic in thi manner in diſcourſe, and both I hope without offence:Nay, 
it is a great Mme"cy, a bleſſing of God ir may be touched either 
ways ; we knew when it might nor. | 

This i the Lords doing, Thus, 1 mean,. not onely the Delive- 
rances, bur the mercy ;- not onely the means and wayes by which 
we come to ſee this happy day,but even the preſent work of the day 
it ſelf. To ſpeak plainly, the Crowning and the Anointing are Gods 
work both : are they ſo? whar, doth God come doivn tron Hea- 
ven to do it ? or doth he reach his hand thorough che Clouds to 
ſer on the Crown ? that were marvellous indeed. Bur: ſure they 
are men onely, mortal men, that attend the Coronation, and per- 
form all the offices : True, its a man thartſers qn the Crown, bur 
what the holy man does, he aſctibes not to himſelf, bur ſaich, Coro. 
xet te Dew; to (hew, that it is according to Gods Inſticution, and 
by his approbarion and appointment : So that though there be m24- 
nu hominis, yer there is digits Deitoo. The hand of mantouch- 
eth the Crown, but the finger of God is in US therefore it i-, rhar 
aot any man, but a Man of God that does 1t ; (o that the work and 
the workman are Gods both. Try ir by Davias Fxample : 

Samel poured the oyle on D:vid, yet David is nor called S4- 
muels, but the Lords Anointed: Bur you will ſay, That might: be, 
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Davids delivurrance. 
becauſe the perſon anointed was the Lords, and ſo might be cal. 
led the Lords Anointed, though che anointing was Samuels, Nay, 
God not onely claims the perſon co be his, bur the work alio ; nor 
onely rhe Anointed, but the very Anointing is Gods, he owns it, 
Pſal.89.20. With my holy oyle have I anomted hin, (auh the Lord : 
Samuel or (ome other man might make the oyle, yet becauſe ic 
was dedicated to that holy work, God calls that his roo. So in a- 
nother Example of Davids Crowns : | 

' David had two Crowns, one was, $axls, brought to him by an 
eAmalckite, no holy man, no Prophet, no meſſenger from Hea- 
ven ſurely, for then Dav:d had bur illy required him for his news, 
for hz cauſed him to be ſlain, 2 Sam.1.15. The other Crown Da- 
vid took from the King of Ammon, when he won the Cicy of 
Rabba, and Davids men ſet ir upon his head: and of this ir is 
ſuppoſed David ſpeaks in Pſal.21.3. where he aſcribes it unto 
| God, ſaying, Then haſt ſet a Crown of pure Gold upon his head : But 
lecit mean either of them, it is enough to prove, That Crowning 
as well as Anointing is the work of God, though done by the 
hands of men : This is enough for us, if applyed to our preſenc 
time. Conſider then the work of this day, and we cannot but ſay, 
This is the Lords doing : Conſider the means how it was brought 
. abour, hpw 1c came to this, and we can ſay no leſs than with Da- 
vid, It is marvellous in our eyes, 

But what-is all this tous? The King indeed ts returned to his 
own again, but what have thou and I got by it? we are as we 
were, what ſhare then have we in the deliverance ? and what rea- 
ſon of rejoycing ſo much 2? Yes, Beloved, for 

1. If Davidreturn, all the people rejoyce, all the good people 
I mean : It was Shebathat ſaid, We have no-part t» David, nor in- 
heritance in the ſonof Jeſſe, 2 Sam.20.1, This was the voice of a 
Rebel, but every good SubjeR hath a part, and inhericance, and 
birth-right in his King : and many have found it too true, having 
loſt their King, they loſt their inheritance too ; both gone toge- 
_ ther, -and both are returned together again, This a great mere 
Cie. 

2. If nothing elſe, yer we, the leaſt of us, have got thus much, 
That we dare be good Sub;eRs, and not afraid to expreſs our Loy- 
alty, 
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alty, as you now ſee, in publick Afſemblies, which formerly durſt 
not apfear abroad,but was confined to our private-Cloſſers: Nay, 
the time was, when we durſt not truſt our own Houſes, our Ta- 
bles, or Beds, or deareſt Friends with our thoughts and intenti- 
ons ; dur{t not cruſt our lips to whiſper them, bur kept Loyalcy 
cloſe Priſoner in our hearts, and ſhut the door of our mouth, le(t 
ſhe ſnould break our. Now this is no ſmall gain, 

3. Letuscurn the Glove back again, and as it were with-our 
eye run over theſe late years, and you may ſee what irregular mo- 
tions have happened in the ſphere both of Church and State, 
There you ſhall fiad the greateſt conjun&ion: to have been of evil 
Planets, portending nothing bur ruine and deſtruction : You ſhall 
ſee the leſſer (tars combined together, and fanding in oppoſiti- 
on againſt the Sun, and would make the world believe, that their 
Fia lafea far exceeds his brighcneſs, and 1s the onely light for 
men to walk by.Strange alterations,it would make an Aftrologer, 
admire to hear Satrery call Zwupiter a malignant Planer,and boyſte- 
rous <Alarsto accuſe benigne Yen for an Incendiary : It would 
make a good Ch:tiftian wonder, to hear the Rebel and bloudy man 
to be the onely Saint; and the loyal and peaceable ſouls robe 
cried up for the dilturbers of peace, and troublers of this our /ſra- 
e/ : One would think all Chriſtian Morality to be inverted, when 
he ſees Treaſon and Rebellion to be adopted into the family of 
Venues, and .Loyalty and Fidelity in the Catalogue of heinous 
Vices : "What aſad fight it wasto ſee the Sword of Juttice locker 
nto.the Scabbard, and the Sivord of Violence and Opprefſion 
brandiſhed ? what a Soleciſm, to ſee Maſters hold the Stirrop, cill 
Servants moupt into the Saddle ? to ſee FaCtion, and Hereſfe; and 
Blafphemy co it inthe Chair ; and Right, Reaſon and Religion 
to and bare- headed ? Hoy oft have we ſeen Fel: on the Bench, 
and Paul at the Bar? Learning tryed, and Ignorance Judge? ._ 

| Nay, which is, more horrid yet, have we not, ſeen one King 
Murdered, anotffer baniſhed, Biſhops our ancient Primitive Go- 
vernors driven out of the Church, Prieſts pull'd our of the Pulpirs, 
the Nobilicy and Gentry thruſt out of their houſes ; nay, many 
driven out of the Land, ſome men out of their lives, and almoſt atl 
men our of their wits, to ſee ſuch confuſion in Church'.and _ ? 
us 
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Thus was thi; Tland ſwallowed upand drown'd in the Ocean of 
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Calamiry, and none bur he that holds che winds in his fiſt and' che 
watcers in the hollow of bis hand, could buoy the weſlel and 'raiſe 
her up again from this depth of miſery, and he hath done it; he 
hath lifc up the light of is countenance us on us, and delivered us 
from all theſe calamictes : And this ſure redounds to us all. 

AILI fay, that have not made themſelves uncapable of ſo great 
a mercy.All thoſe that did not run after every Idol of Government 
chat was ſet up, all that did not bow the knees to the Baal of uſurp- 
ing powers, all that Rood ill unſhaken with the winds of contrary 
Doctrine ; theſe have ſeen the ſalvation of 50d. We ſee now 
(bleſſed be God) the Clouds of Rebellion diſperſed, and the Sun 
of Loyalty begin to ſhine. The Rivers of Peace and Tranquillicy, 
which of late have been ſtopped, now runfreely. The ſtreams of 
Juſtice (which-of late eicher came not co us atall, orelſe through 
corrupt and ſtinking ditches) now run in the right channel, and 
flow from their proper fountain. This Nation, that not long fince 
lay ſwelcring in her own bloud, now begins to revive and rear 'u 
a head of Majelty. This Church which wasas a Babe! of confuſi> 
on, begin now to ſpeak all one Language; the Church which was as 


a garment patcht up of many pieces, begins co put on her Ancienc 


and Decent Robes and Ornaments. And the -Governors of the 
Church,whom theſe late times had rendred fic for Hoſpitals, now 
cake | offeſſion of their own Palaces, Thus we that were the obje& 
of piry, are now thought worthy of the envy of other Nations, 
VVhat then can we ſay lefle than with David in the like caſe, 
Pſal. 34.8. Oh come taſte and ſee how good the Lordis? He that 
ſees not theſe deliverances, is blinded with prejudice, and wilfully 
huts hi; eyes againſt the light of the Sun ; he that taſtes nor of 
Gods goodneſs, ſure the Palate of his Judgimenc is diſaffeRted, the 
Organs of his underſtanding are out of tune. | 
Yer ſuch there are, who ſhew themſelves not ſo much pleaſed 
with the deliverance, bur rather angry with God that he did nor 
work it their way ; they would have no government bur of their 
own ſetting ur,no Church but their own Congregation,no Church- 
mendÞut oftheir own FaQtion, and none holy bur of their Ort. 
nion-: Nay, many that are lately come from under a Tutor, many 
theme 
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themſelves able to Tutor, their Superiors, being newly come to 
know the world (not yer themſelves) think they are too wiſe to be 
inlirvCted, too good te be governed. They think: it fic only for 
boyes to be under Government, and as foon as they can pur on the 
Gown, may caſt off al) obedience ; if bur ſtep into the Pulpit they 
become infallible ditators,and can give Laws to the whole World. 

Some io ſelf-conceited, that though ſprung newly our of the 
ſhell of Learning, flie ſo high, as to Carechiſe the C hurch, and can 
infiruc their Mother, and tell her how ſhe ſhould be dreft, what 
clothes to wear z that ſhe need not beat the coſt for ſuch Robes 
and Ornaments, any ſlovenly dreſſe is good enough, any plain 
home-ſf un garment way ſerve her turn, But ſure, As the Kings 
Danughter t; all glorious within, ſo her clothing may be of wrought gold. 
Pſal. 45.13. If we dwell in houſes of Cedar, let not the houſe of 
God lie waſte and ruinous. Ornaments of Church and Church- 
ren are for the honour of God ; Therefare bleſſed be God, who hath 
izffired the keart of theKing to garniſh the houſe of the Lord, 

The way of a fool (ſaith So/omes) is right in his own eyes, and 
he (corns to be led by others, none wiſer then himſelf. How many 


are there, that think their own dark Lanthorn in than the 


Lamps and Candles of the SanQuary ; that leave the burning and 
ſhining lights, and love only tobe led and warmed by the ſparks 
of their own kindling, as if the flaſhes of their own fancy were the 
only light to walk by. ES | 

Burbeloved he thac prefers the {firit of a private man or a partial 


"convention before the publick ſpirit of a National Church, may as 


well maintain that a fart is greater than the whole ; that his own 
Candle is brighter than the Sun, that, his glow-worm out-fhines 
the Moon, and that the Meteors of his own brain are the moſt fix. 
ed Stars in the Firmament of the Church ; and the only Cynoſura 
by which the Ark of God ought to be fleered : Hiflory ſpeaks of a 


Tyrant that would have all men of his Rature, if they were too long 


he ſhortned them, if too ſhort he ſtretched them, and in ſo doin 
kilted them. So ſome would have all Lawes meaſured by their 
own rule, level'd according to that line of government invented 


| by themſelves or taken up from others, and think it bur reaſonable 
\ that the National, nay the whole Chriſtian C hurch ſhould follow 
' the model of their lictle Congregation, A firange boldneſs to be 
i 2 | D admired, 
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admired, did northe Proyerd tel! us, che tore ignorant, the more 
confident, _ : bg Ke Sy | 

Theſe ate they that think they are not ehough beholden ro God 
as tO give him thanks for theſe great deliverances,but rather hinder 


the work of Reformation, or rather Reſtauration, ſo that(as much ag 


in them lies) they will make us Rand in need of another delive- 
rance.. Moſes ltood in the gap betwixt God and the people, ro 
keep back Gods judgements from them ; thi was a good work, 
Bur to ſtand berwixt God and the people to hinder them from 
bleſſings, and to deprive them of the benefic of his deliverances, 
can never be a work acceptable to God, let ic be cloaked with whar 
pretences ſoever, 

Gods Church is militant, never without enemies : Now (thanks 
be to God) we know no enemy abroad that can, hurt us, bur our 
fears are at home : Fotreigners. may have evil will at our S:9z, bur 
cannot overthrow her ; they may cry, Dows withit, downwith it, 
bur they cannor pluck one [tone from the walls : they may look 
with'envy.on Gods. Vineyard planted here, bur cannot. break her 
hedges, nor pull het grapes. We fear not the Wolf nar che wilde: 
Boar, but onely the Viper ; that he that 15 bred and nouriſhed wich- 
inthe boſom of : he Church, ſhould knaw the bowels; of his, mo- 
thet : we fear no blows from without , onely ſong bruiſes or 
wounds' within ; which ate"the more dangerous, becauſe; they 
bleed inwardly. Bur we hope that that Phyſician, that hath now 
bound up our, open and wideſt wound,. and .healed our outward 
ſores, can alſo cute our inward diſtempers : he that hath delivered 


'us from open and profeſſed enemies, will alſo deliver us from cloſe 


Our Duty, 


and pretended friends : he tharharh wrought the ſalvation will 


perfett ir ; hethit hath begnn, will go on with it ; and hath gone 
ſofar,thar I think we. may ſay this day, Conſummatan eſt ,Our deli. 


verance is completed ; and what we ſhall expect for the future ar 

the hands of God, are rather Mercies, Favours and Kindneſles; 
David ſayes, Pfal, 149,.2: Let the Children of Sion be joyful wm 

their King : Let them ; who ſhall hinder them ? who can, if they 


ſhould 80 abour it ?. The Children of $10», the true Sons of the 


Church, muſt and will rejoyce.. . _  _. 
Bur ſome will ſay, We ſhall all rejoyce; but the ſeat of joy is 


the heart, the fountain is within, Luke 1.47. 2d Firit hath rejoy- 


. ced, 
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ced, Oh there would we have it, all to be done within, becauſe 
no body can ſee whart is done there, *Tis crue, that joy muſt be 
firſt in chz heart, before ir can be expreſt in words and ations; if 
there be not a glad heart, there cannor be a chearful countenance, 
or but counterfeit at be{t, and char but for a ſmall time : True joy, 
as it begins within, ſo it loves to be expreſſed out wardly too, P/al. 
118.15. There is the voice of rejeycing, Pſal.71.23. IMy lips ſhall 
greatly rejoyce : So that if the Sun of joy ſhines clearly in our 
hearts, there will appear no clouds of our countenance, If the 
fountain of the heart be full of joy, it will run over, it will ſend 
forth ſtreams of joy into the Face,the Eyes,the Tongue,the Hands, 
all will endeavour to expreſs this joy.; It will be co be read in our 
Foreheads, to be heard in our Voices; and ſo leticbe. Onely 
this before I leave you, our joy cannot be too full if it be not foul, 
if it be not (tained with fin : To prevent which, let us in the mid(t 
of our jolliry have God before our eyes; let us look up with thanks- 
eiving unto him, who hath made this a joyful day unto us.. Ina 
word, take this of the Apoſtle for a Farewel, Refojce in the Lord al- 
way, and then, agaiz I ſay rejoyce + which that we may perform 
with chearfulneis and t hankfulneſs to God, The Lord grant, &c, 
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